Treatment of iatrogenic femoral artery false aneurysms with ultrasound-guided thrombin injection.
The aim of this paper is to review our results of treating iatrogenic pseudoaneurysms of the femoral artery with ultrasound-guided thrombin injection. A retrospective review was carried out of all patients referred for this procedure over a 1-year period from December 1999 to December 2000. Forty-five patients were referred and, of these, 44 were eligible for this treatment, with 300-2500 units of thrombin being injected directly into the false aneurysms under ultrasound guidance. The procedure was well tolerated with no patients requiring sedation or analgesia. There was a primary success rate of 95%, although in four of the patients, there was recurrence on repeat ultrasound performed 2-5 days post-procedure and a second injection of thrombin was required for permanent thrombosis to be achieved. No complications relating to the procedure occurred. Our results confirm increasing evidence in the published research that thrombin injection of femoral artery false aneurysms is a safe and effective treatment.